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inclined to be conciliatory in relation to naval matters. It
was agreed to " organize " fraternizations.

Thus when the armistice agreement was finally signed
on December 15, the duration was to be until January 14,
1918,1 with automatic prolongation unless seven days'
notice of rupture was given by either party. Article 2 pro-
vided that, until January 14, no removal of troops should
take place between the Black Sea and the Baltic, "that is
to say, such removals as had not been commenced before
the time when the armistice agreement was signed ". Naval
matters were governed by a proposed special agreement to
be entered into after mutual consultation (Article 5). For
the " organization " of fraternizing it was agreed that there
should be two or three intercourse centres in every sector
of a Russian division, but that " there must not be present
at any one time more than 25 unarmed persons from each
side ". The exchange of views and newspapers was per-
mitted.2

It was in this provision that the Central Powers made
a fatal error. Hoffmann, with his astuteness and knowledge
of the Russian mind, should never have permitted the
article on propaganda to be included. Admittedly it was
difficult to prevent the infiltration of Bolshevik ideology,
but to permit the organizing of fraternization was to play
into the Soviet hands. As one historian has commented
somewhat grimly, " twenty-five men was enough for the
Russian anti-war propaganda purposes ".*

It became impossible to check the activities of the
Bolshevik agents. At the official fraternization points
bundles of Die Fackel and its successor, Der Volkerfriede
(The Peoples' Peace), were ostentatiously carried, and
were frequently confiscated by German officers. There

1  For text see Appendix II, p. 379.

2  Texts of the Russian " Peace " (U.S. Department of State, Wash-
ington, D.C., 1918), pp. 1-8.

8 Louis Fischer, The Soviets in World Affairs (London, 1930), i. 30.